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tations, allows for them to receive positive feed-
back and constructive criticism of their research, 
and perhaps most importantly, provides the oppor-
tunity to network, meet other professionals early 
in their career, and become better known in the 
palynologic community. 

BOARD WILL FUND  
STUDENT TRAVEL  

AWARDS  
 

This year, the Board decided to fund up to five 
student travel awards of 100 € each. The applica-
tion procedure can be found further down in this 
Newsletter. For this year, the Awards Committee 
consists of the four Board members, but I would 
like to establish a permanent Awards Committee. 
If you are interested in serving on this committee, 
please contact me. 

I would also like to have a Best Student Presenta-
tion and Best Student Poster award at our CIMP 
meetings. The amount awarded and the 
committee can be determined later and will con-
sist of three CIMP members who are attending 
that meeting. The first awards can be made next 
year at the joint AASP–CIMP–TMS meeting in 
Nottingham. We will need to come up with crite-
ria on how to judge the presentations and posters, 
and if you are interested in helping write the cri-
teria, please contact me.  
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
Greetings CIMP Members, 
I think the new format of having one large Spring 
(in this case Summer) edition and a shorter Fall 
edition has been successful, although it is still a 
challenge to get people to contribute what they 
are doing or more general articles. The format of 
this edition follows that of last year, which was 
well received. We can again thank our General 
Secretary and Newsletter Editor, Zélia Pereira for 
her hard work in ensuring another great Newslet-
ter.   

As I said, it is challenging to get people to contri-
bute to the Newsletter, so I’d like to thank everyo-
ne who responded to our requests for information 
on your research activities,  and the research and 
activities of your organization or university 
group.  

There are a number of items to share with eve-
ryone since my last President’s column.  

STUDENT AWARDS 
Last year we funded three students 100 € each to 
attend the CIMP meeting in Bergen, Norway. As I 
mentioned last year, I would like the funding of 
students to continue because they are the future of 
our organization and palynology in general. Stu-
dents are the future of our science and we should 
help support them in attending international mee-
tings to present their research results. This bene-
fits them in gaining confidence in making presen-
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ship that financially supports our organization. We 
presently have the former, but it would be nice to 
see more members pay their dues to help increase 
our funds to support the various initiatives that 
make our organization a viable and relevant entity 
in the global palynological community.  

Dues are only 10 € a year, and can be paid several 
years in advance. To make things as easy as pos-
sible, they can be paid via PayPal on the CIMP 
website with a 0.50 € transaction fee. Considering 
what you get for those dues in terms of underwrit-
ing meetings, student awards, and membership in 
the International Federation of Palynolgical Socie-
ties (IFPS), they are a real bargain!  

CIMP needs, not only an active membership that 
supports our organization, but new members as 
well, to maintain membership and help us grow. 
We welcome the new members that have joined 
us since the last Newsletter, and if you know 
someone who you think might benefit from be-
coming a member of CIMP, especially students 
beginning their careers, encourage them to join 
CIMP. We all benefit from an enthusiastic, active, 
and engaged membership.  

 

FINAL COMMENTS 
As I’m sure most of you know, we lost a true icon 
of palynology last year with the passing of Pro-
fessor Al Traverse. A wonderful tribute and biog-
raphy of Al appears in this Newsletter, written by 
James B. Riding, William G. Chaloner, Martin B. 
Farley, Fredrick J. Rich, and Paul K. Strother, and 
reprinted here with the kind permission of Taylor 
and Francis Group Publishing.  

I will end my column on a positive note by ex-
tending congratulation to Professor Geoff Clay-
ton, who was awarded the AASP-TPS Medal for 
Excellence in Education, to be presented at this 
year’s TSOP–AASP–ICCP joint meeting in Hou-
ston, Texas. Congratulations Geoff!  

As always, your comments, suggestions, and ide-
as are most welcome, and I wish everyone a great 
summer and I hope to see many of you at a future 
CIMP meeting. 

Reed Wicander 
President 

MEETINGS 
Following last year’s successful CIMP meeting in 
Bergen, Norway (see expanded report on this 
meeting further down in the Newsletter), Amalia 
Spina organized a CIMP session held at the Inter-
national Congress on Palaeozoic Stratigraphy of 
Gondwana meeting in Perugia, Italy (April 14 – 16, 
2016). Her review of the meeting with pictures 
can also be found further down in the Newsletter.   

Later this year, CIMP is sponsoring a symposium at 
the XIV International Palynological Congress/X 
International Organisation of Palaeobotany Confer-
ence in Salvador-Bahia, Brazil (October 23–28, 
2016). The session (SS14) is being organized by 
John Marshall, Marco Vecoli, and Charles Wellman 
and is titled “New frontiers and classic studies in 
Palaeozoic palynology and palynostratigraphy’ and 
includes a special section focusing on the palynolo-
gy of the Arabian Plate sponsored by Saudi Aramco.   

In 2017, there will be a co-sponsored meeting of 
AASP-CIMP-TMS in Keyworth, Nottingham, England 
from September 3–7, 2017. This meeting is jointly 
organized by the three aforementioned societies 
and the first circular for this meeting can be found 
on the CIMP, AASP, and TMS websites, all of which 
will contain updates as organization progresses.   

In 2018, CIMP will have a presence at the Europe-
an Palaeobotany and Palynology Conference, 
which will be held in University College Dublin, 
Ireland from August 12–19, 2018.  Dr. Geoff Clayton 
is part of the Organizing Committee for that 
meeting, and CIMP will have at least one dedicat-
ed session as well as holding our business meet-
ing, in which we will elect new officers for the 
forthcoming four years. 

Circulars with additional information regarding 
the XIV IPC/S IOPC, the AASP–CIMP–TMS, and the 
TSOP–AASP–ICCP meetings can be found in the 
Newsletter as well as on the CIMP website at 
cimp.weebly.com.  It is indeed gratifying to see a 
CIMP presence at so many international meetings.   

DUES AND MEMBERSHIP 
In order for CIMP to remain viable and relevant to 
the Palaeozoic palynological community, we must 
have an active and engaged membership. In order 
to fund student participation at meetings, pay our 
IFPS dues, as well as help underwrite our own 
meetings, we need both a reasonable amount of 
funds in our bank account, as well as a member-

Reed Wicander  
Department of Earth & Atmos-
pheric Sciences, Central Michi-
gan University, Mt. Pleasant, 
Michigan 48859 USA 

wican1r@cmich.edu 
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GENERAL SECRETARY’S LETTER 
Dear Colleagues, 
It is with enthusiasm that I present to you the 
new CIMP newsletter! Unfortunately very few 
members answer to our calls for participating in 
the newsletter. Our main objective is to motivate 
the CIMP members and students to be more ac-
tive and participative.  

In the present newsletter you will find in the follow-
ing sections, the reports on last meetings (CIMP 
2015 Bergen Meeting and CIMP session at the Inter-
national Congress on Palaeozoic Stratigraphy of 
Gondwana 2016, which was organized by the Uni-
versity of Perugia, Italy). I’m very grateful to Reed 
Wicander for the great report of the CIMP 2015 Ber-
gen, as well as, to Amalia Spina regarding the report 
and photographs on the International Congress on 
Palaeozoic Stratigraphy of Gondwana 2016.  

You will also find the CIMP members activities 
and research, and also the new palynology publi-
cations. Read about the new members and stu-
dents and the future meetings announcements.  

Future meetings are having great program con-
ferences, hope to see many of you at these meet-
ings! We will have the TSOP – AASP – ICCP 
(Society for Organic Petrology/AASP-The Palyno-
logical Society/International Committee for Coal 
and Organic Petrology) in Houston, Texas, in Sep-
tember, 2016. The XIV IPC/ X IOPC (International 
Palynological Congress and International Organi-
zation of Paleobotany Conference) will be held in 
Salvador, Brasil in October 2016 and the 50th An-
nual Meeting of AASP – The Palynological Socie-
ty/The Golden Anniversary Meeting held jointly 
with CIMP and the Micropalaeontological Society 
Palynology Group, to be held in Nottingham, UK  
in September 2017.  

Please see the news and special announcements, 
the Student Travel Awards, this year CIMP will be 
awarding up to five student travel awards of 100 
euros each to be used to attend a professional 
meeting. Last year, three student travel awards 
were made for attendance at the CIMP 2015 Ber-
gen, Norway meeting. Congratulations to Alexan-
der Askew, Emma Reeves, and Dmitriy Mamntov.  

We would like to express a special felicitations 
word to Professor Geoff Clayton that will be pre-
sented with an important award the Medal for 
Excellence in Education at the TSOP – AASP – 
ICCP meeting in September 2016. 

Finally, I would like to show my gratitude to all of 
you who have contributed to the present newslet-
ter and to Filipe Barreira (LNEG’s designer) for all 
his support with the newsletter.  

Please keep sending us your information! If you 
have any comments or suggestions to improve 
the newsletter please email us.  

Please do not forget to pay your fees, there are 
numerous of student activities dependent on that. 

Best wishes, 
Zélia Pereira 

 

TREASURER NOTE 
A quick reminding from the treasurer. 

Please continue support CIMP by paying your 
subscriptions.  You can pay  your subscription by 
using PayPal or ask me (pfernandes@ualg.pt) the   
details of CIMP bank account for bank transfer. 

Paulo Fernandes 
pfernandes@ualg.pt 

 

WEBMASTER NOTE 
Christian can be contacted at the following email 
address: andry.cesari@laposte.net 

Christian Cesari  
andry.cesari@laposte.net 
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Because this was a small meeting, the co-
organizers were able to arrange for the partici-
pants to have a prepared lunch in the university 
cafeteria, thus providing more opportunity to 
mingle and exchange ideas and thoughts about 
the talks in a relaxed, student environment. 

The first afternoon session following lunch was 
chaired by Paul Strother.  Talks included an ex-
amination of Late Silurian (Pridoli) palyno-
morphs from Wales by Ken Higgs, a discussion of 
preliminary chitinozoan data from the Czech 
Republic as it related to a potential replacement 
GSSP for the base of the Aeronian Stage (Silurian 
Llandovery Series) by Anthony Butcher, a palyno-
logical analysis of the Middle Devonian of north-
ern Spain by Alexander Askew (with coauthor 
Charles Wellman), and a overview of a Middle 
Devonian acritarch assemblage from Michigan, 
U.S.A. by Reed Wicander. 

Following the afternoon coffee break, Ken Higgs 
chaired the longest session of the meeting con-
sisting of talks by John Marshall (Marshall et al.) 
on a mid-Famennian spore assemblage from 
Svalbard, Emma Reeves (and team TW-eed) on 
Tournasian megaspores from England, Wilson 
Taylor on interradial papillae in Lower Carbonif-
erous micro- and megaspores of Scotland, Gilda 
Lopes (Lopes et al.) on a palynozonation of the 
Early Carboniferous of the Barents Sea area, and 
Duncan McLean (McLean et al.) on Pennsylvani-
an palynomorphs from northwest Germany. 

The second day of the meeting (Friday, Septem-
ber 18, 2015) began with a Keynote talk by CIMP 
President Reed Wicander on the future of CIMP, 
including its present state, possible initiatives, 
some current bright spots, and some of the chal-
lenges facing CIMP going forward.  Philippe 
Steemans then chaired the first morning session 
in which Amalia Spina (Aria-Basab et al.) pre-
sented their results on the Carboniferous paly-
nology of the Central Iranian Basin, and Hartmut 
Jäger discussed the hydrocarbon potential and 
maturity of Carboniferous shale in the southern 
North German Basin. 

The second morning session, chaired by Gordon 
Wood, focused on the Permian-Triassic and in-
cluded talks by Berry Lomax (Lomax et al.) on 
episodic perturbations of the end Permian at-
mosphere as recorded in plant spore chemistry, 
Els van Soelen (van Soelen et al.) on the Permian
-Triassic transition in East Greenland, and Paulo 
Fernandes (Fernandes et al.) on the Permian-

MEETINGS REPORTS 
Commission Internationale de la Microflore du 
Paléozoïque (CIMP) Meeting, University of Ber-
gen, September 17–18, 2015, Bergen, Norway 

The highly successful 2016 meeting of CIMP was 
held on September 17 – 18, 2015 in the Department 
of Earth Sciences at the University of Bergen, Ber-
gen, Norway.  The purpose of the meeting was to 
bring together specialists in Palaeozoic palynology 
to discuss their current research in a smaller and 
more specialized venue than that of a large, gen-
eral conference.  The organizing committee con-
sisted of Drs. Gunn Mangerud (co-organizer), Gilda 
Lopes (co-organizer), Marco Vecoli (past CIMP 
President), and Reed Wicander (CIMP President). 

The meeting was preceded by a pre-conference 
field trip in the Oslo region, led by Professor Hans 
Arne Nakrem from the Natural History Museum 
of Oslo, who guided participants through the Low-
er Palaeozoic sedimentary rocks of the Oslo area 
(photo A).  Despite the intermittent rain, it was an 
enjoyable trip with the opportunity to view four 
outcrops of fossiliferous Palaeozoic rocks.  

Following the final stop, participants then flew to 
Bergen for the welcoming reception and ice-
breaker, where old friendships were renewed, and 
new ones made. 

The 2016 CIMP meeting officially began the next 
day (Thursday, September 17, 2015) with a wel-
coming address by co-organizer, Dr. Gunn Man-
gerud.  She welcomed the 34 participants from 14 
countries to Bergen (photo B), and then turned 
over the meeting to Prof. Hans Arne Nakrem, who 
gave a wonderful and beautifully illustrated Key-
note talk on the Paleozoic of Norway.  Prof. 
Nakrem’s talk was followed by talks by Brian Ped-
der, who gave an overview to the question of 
whether large spinose acritarchs are crustacean 
egg cases, and Paul Strother on creating a taxono-
my of Cambrian cryptospores. 

After the mid-morning coffee break, Reed Wicander 
chaired the next session in which Nuno Vaz reported 
on Middle Ordovician chitinozoan assemblages from 
Portugal, Jacques Verniers (Steeman et al.) discussed 
the chitinozoan biostratigraphy of the Silurian 
Wenlock-Ludlow boundary succession in Wales, and 
Gordon Wood presented an overview of the Silurian 
(Llandovery-Ludlow) palynostratigraphy and palyno-
facies of the Cincinnati Arch Region, U.S.A., includ-
ing some strange-looking palynomorphs from an 
even stranger source. 
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Ordovician to Silurian Basin of the Condroz Inlier, 
Belgium by J. Mortier and Jacques Verniers; the 
palynologic record of paleovegetational changes 
during the Visean from the Moscow Syneclise, 
Russia by Dmitriy Mamontov; Lower Carbonifer-
ous dispersed megaspores from the Penza region 
of Russia by Olga Orlova et al.; Cambrian Series 2-
3 acritarchs from the Digermulen Peninsula, 
northern Norway by Teodoro Palacios et al.; Cam-
brian Series 2-3 acritarch assemblages from the 
Iberian Peninsula, Spain by Teodoro Palacios; and 
the palynology and detrital zircons from the Bo-
livian Altiplano by U. Zimmermann et al. The 2015 
Bergen CIMP meeting concluded with the confer-
ence dinner at Restaurant Fløien, Fløien Moun-
tain, which is reached by a funicular ride.  The 
views of the Bergen region were spectacular from 
the viewing area and the dinner delicious. A post-
conference excursion to the Finse glacier took 
place on Saturday, September 19, 2015 and was led 
by Professor Atle Nesje, Department of Earth Sci-
ence, University of Bergen.  Participants took the 
train from Bergen to Finse and were treated to a 
guided walk to the Finse glacier by Professor 
Nesje, where we were able to view and traverse 
various glacially derived deposits, as well as see-
ing the effects of glacial activity in the region 
(photo C).  

The meeting was a great success, and credit for 
its success must go to the co-organizers, Gunn 
Mangerud and Gilda Lopes, who ran a seemingly 
flawless meeting with help from members of the 
Department of Earth Science staff.  Thanks must 
also go to the speakers and poster participants 
for their excellent presentations, as well as the 
engaged audience.  It should be noted that three 
students presented the results of their ongoing 
research (Alexander Askew, Dmitriy Mamontov, 
and Emma Reeves) and received travel grants of 

Triassic transition in the Moatize-Minjova Basin, 
Mozambique. 

After lunch, Marco Vecoli chaired the first of the 
two SAUDI ARAMCO sessions.  In the first session, 
Philippe Steemans (Steemans et al.) discussed 
Middle Ordovician cryptospores and other plant 
remains from the QSIM-801 well in Saudi Arabia, 
Alain Le Hérissé (Le Hérissé et al.) provided new 
insights as well as a comprehensive review of Silu-
rian acritarchs and associated freshwater and ma-
rine microfloras from Saudi Arabia, Ahmed Al 
Shawareb (Al Shawareb et al.) discussed the bio-
stratigraphic and paleoenvironmental implica-
tions of Late Ordovician (Katian) chitinozoans from 
northwest Saudi Arabia, and Alain Le Hérissé (Le 
Hérissé et al.) talked on some Middle Ordovician 
acritarchs and problematic forms from the OSIM-
801 well, Saudi Arabia. The second SAUDI ARAMCO 
session, also chaired by Marco Vecoli, featured 
three talks.  John Marshall (Marshall & Breuer) 
spoke on integrating an Emsian δ13CTOC curve with 
its palynological zonation, Geoff Clayton (Clayton 
et al.) gave a case study from the Carboniferous of 
northern Saudi Arabia of the Palynomorph Dark-
ness Index, and Paul Strother (Strother & Vecoli) 
discussed some proposed changes in the suprage-
neric classification of acritarchs. The final session 
of the 2015 CIMP meeting was chaired by Geoff 
Clayton and consisted of one talk by Nareshwar 
Narain Sinha on some Lower Palaeozoic acritarchs 
from the Pithoragarh District, Uttrakhand, India. 

In addition to the two keynote talks and 26 scien-
tific presentations, seven posters were on display 
during the two days of the conference.  The posters 
were on Ordovician acritarchs from the Tethys 
Himalaya, India by Nareshwar Narain Sinha and 
Jacques Verniers; biostratigraphy of some chi-
tinozoans relating to the evolution of the Upper 

A.  Participants in the pre-conference field trip of Lower Palae-
ozoic rocks in the Oslo, Norway region led by Professor Hans 
Arne Nakrem. 

B.  Participants of the CIMP Meeting, held in Bergen, Norway, 
September 17–18, 2015. 
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100€ each from CIMP to help defray the costs of 
their attendance.  

Gilda Lopes and Gunn Mangerud provided an ex-
cellent review on the meeting, along with numer-
ous photos, in the December 2015 CIMP Newslet-
ter 84. This report is an expanded version of my 
comments in my President’s column in the last 
CIMP Newsletter. A somewhat shorter version of 

this report was published in PALYNOS (vol. 37
(2)/38 – 2014/2015, pp. 7–9). 

The Abstract Volume of the 2015 CIMP meeting in 
Bergen, Norway is available at the CIMP website: 
cimp.weebly.com.    

Reed Wicander. 
wican1r@cmich.edu 

C. Participants in the post-conference excursion to the Finse glacier, Norway led by Professor Atle Nesje. 
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Dear Colleagues, 
It is my pleasure to report on the very successful 
CIMP session held at the International Congress 
on Palaeozoic Stratigraphy of Gondwana, which 
was organized by the Department of Physics and 
Geology of the University of Perugia (Italy), and 
the Arianzamin Pars Geological Center (Teheran, 
Iran). The meeting was held at the Hotel Giò Jazz 
and Wine of Perugia from April 14 to 16, 2016. The 
lovely medieval city of Perugia provided the per-
fect backdrop to our participants with good 
weather and a nice stay! More than 100 colleagues 
from 18 countries participated in this meeting.  

The CIMP session, which took place on the second 
day of the conference, consisted of high quality 
presentations and interesting discussions. Prof. 
Geoff Clayton (photo A), co-chair with myself 
(Amalia Spina), welcomed the participants and 
then turned the meeting over to Prof. Mike Ste-
phenson (photo B), who presented an excellent 
and well-illustrated keynote talk on the progress 
and challenges facing Permian palynostratigra-
phy during the rest of this century.  

Prof. Stephenson’s keynote address was followed 
by presentations by Dr. Steemans (Steemans & 

Gerrienne) who reviewed Gondwanan Palaeozoic 
plant spores; by Prof. Hassan Kermandji (Hassan 
Kermandji & Khelifi Touhami) on miospore as-
semblages from Přídolían to Early Eifelian se-
quences of the Oued Saoura Algerian Sahara 
(photo C); and by myself (Spina et al.) on the ap-
plication of PDI and microspectroscopy to assess 
thermal maturity and associated changes in the 
chemistry of palynomorphs from North Africa.  

Following the mid-morning coffee break, Dr. Giles 
Machado (Machado & Vavrdová) described the 
Late Devonian organic-walled microplankton 
from Central Portugal and its implications on 
paleogeography (photo D); Dr. Hossein Sabbaghi-
yan (Sabbaghiyan & Aria-Nasab) reported on Late 
Devonian and Early Carboniferous miospores and 
acritarchs from Central Iran; Dr. Hartmut Jäger 
proposed new data on the palynology of the Devo-
nian and Carboniferous of NW-Africa; and Dr. Mo-
hammad Aria-Nasab discussed the miospore as-
semblages from Carboniferous strata in the Cen-
tral Iran Basin. In the first afternoon session after 
lunch, Prof. Geoff Clayton (Clayton et al.) spoke on 
the phyto- and palaeogeographic implications of 
Mississippian miospore assemblages from Saudi 
Arabia. Prof. Mike Stephenson (Stephenson & 

B. Professor Mike Stephenson presenting the CIMP session 
keynote talk. 

A. Professor Geoff Clayton, co-chair of the CIMP session at the 
International Congress on Paleozoic Stratigraphy of Gondwana, 
held in Perugia, Italy. 
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D. Dr. Gil Machado examining one of the several posters as part 
of the CIMP session. 

C. Professor Hassan Kermandji giving his talk on the Přídolían 
to Early Eifelian miospore assemblages of the Oued Saoura 
Algerian Sahara. 

Powell) then followed with a talk on selected spo-
romorphs from the Permian of Jordan and their 
stratigraphic utility in the Middle East and North 
Africa. Lastly, Prof. Mike Stephenson 
(Stephenson & Al-Mashaikie) concluded the 
CIMP session with a presentation on palynologi-
cal assemblages across the Hercynian uncon-
formity in Western Iraq.  

I think that all of the participants would agree 
that this meeting was an excellent opportunity to 
share research results and the progress made to 
date in Carboniferous palynology, discussing all 
of the new hot and controversial topics, as well 
as taking the opportunity to initiate new collabo-

rative projects. 

I especially thank Prof. Geoff Clayton, who co-
chaired this session, Prof. Mike Stephenson, our 
invited keynote speaker, and all of the partici-
pants who contributed to make this CIMP ses-
sion such a great success! 

Amalia Spina 

The abstract volume will be soon available at the website: 

http://www.icpsg.com 

http://www.icpsg.com


http://cimp.weebly.com 

 

52 acritarch species and 34 chitinozoan species 
has been identified. 11 crypto-miospore species, 9 
acritarch species and 8 chitinozoan species have 
been left in open nomenclature because of insuf-
ficiency or poor preservation of specimens. Six 
palynological assemblage zones are defined. The 
age of these rock sections are based mainly on 
comparison with established miospore biozones. 
The boundary between Silurian and Devonian is 
based on presence of well-defined miospore spe-
cies. Six miospopre biozones were identified 
(Scylaspora radiata-Apiculiretusispora synoria, 
Scylaspora tidikelense-erotilites microbaculatus, 
Dictyotriletes emsiensis-Emphanisporites 
spinaeformis, Apiculiretusispora arenorugosa-
Camptozonoitriletes caperatus, Dictyotriletes 
subgranifer - Verrucosisporites polygonalis and 
Emphanisporites annulatus-Camarozonotriletes 
sextantii). During Late Silurian relatively shallow 
water, neritic conditions prevailed throughout 
the study area. The upper part of Oued Ali For-
mation and the lower part of Stah 1 succession 
comprises of shale and marls, thin layers of silt-
stone and sandstone and rare horizons of calcar-
eous sediments, partially representing shallow 
water neritic. The Zeimlet Formation and the 
equivalent strata of Stah 1 borehole embrace al-
ternation of sandstone/siltstone beds and shale/
muddy horizons and rare calcareous bands with 
Coelenterates, gastropods and bivalves, with evi-
dence for a more proximal environment. The Sa-
heb el Dijr Formation and the corresponding suc-
cessions of Stah 1 embrace very thick claystone, 
sandstone bands and thin beds of calcareous Or-
thocires and Trilobites debris, representing shal-
low water setting. The lower member of Dekhissa 
Sandstone Formation and the comparable se-
quence of Stah 1, embrace alternation of mud-
stone and siltstone/sandstone layers, represent-
ing prodeltaic sediment, the middle member of 
the formation corresponding similar part of Stah 
1 succession, consist of layers of siltstone and 
sandstone representing frontdeltaic sediments, 
upper member of Dekhissa Formation, has no 
equivalent strata at Stah 1 sequence, comprising 
of limestone beds and mudstone layers, both with 
Orthocires relics, marking shallow marine se-
quences. The lower and middle members of 
Dekhissa Formation and their equivalent strata 
typify the 3 cycles (In Salah Region) of Hassan 
Kermandji et al. 2003b (Pragian age). The lower 
member of Teferguenit Formation consists of 
silty limestone to mudstone layers with rare 
chert nodules. They represent a transgressive 
sequence followed by erosional period, probably 
representing the uncompleted cycle (In Salah 

NEW MEMBERS 

Tone Hansen 
tone.h.hansen@gmail.com 
Student 
Address: Strømgaten, 50 
Bergen, Norway Hordaland 5007 

Nitin G Gaikwad 
nitinggaikwad@gmail.com 
Student 
Adress: Institue-D.B.F Dayanand college of arts and science 
solapur, Maharashtra, India. 

Mohamed Imsalem 
Mohamed.imsalem@gmail.com 
Student 
Address: 1109 Southwest Parkway. 
College Station, Texas USA 77840 

Brian Pedder 
brian.pedder@gmail.com 
Professional 
Address: Tan Lan Hotel 
14 Great Ormes Road 
Llandudno, Gwynedd LL30 2AR 

Anthony Butcher 
anthony.butcher@port.ac.uk 
Professional  
Address: SEES, University of Portsmouth 
Burnaby Building, Burnaby Road 
Portsmouth, Hampshire United Kingdom PO1 3QL 

MEMBER ACTIVITIES 

Adnan M. Hassan Kermandji  
University of Mentouri Constantine 1,  
Laboratory of Ethnobotany-Palynology and  
Ethnopharmacology-Toxicology,  
Faculty of Nature and Life,  
Department of Biology and Ecology,  
Constantine, Algeria. 

adnankermandji@yahoo.com 

Lower Devonian palynostratigraphy and palaeo-
geography of the Illisi Basin, South Eastern and 
Oued Soura Depresion Sahara Algeria. 

Detailed palynological analysis of Lower Devoni-
an sections in the South Eastern Algerian Sahara 
borehole Stah 1 and southwestern surface section 
of Oued Saoura enable precise dating, basinal 
correlation and assist palaeoenvironmental and 
phytopalaeogeographical studies. Nearly 45% of 
collected samples proved palyniferous, contain 
moderately to well preserve crypto-miospores, 
acritarchs and chitinozoans. The palynomorphs 
of samples of Stah 1 brehole are much better pre-
served, although it contains some few barren 
samples. A Total of 78 crypto-miospore species, 

mailto:tone.h.hansen@gmail.com
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mailto:Mohamed.imsalem@gmail.com
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due to Jacques Verniers, who kindly acted as the 
external examiner. 

I have also been working to create links with Eu-
ropean partner institutions via the Erasmus pro-
gramme - the first has been forged with the Uni-
versity of Perugia (Italy), and we currently have an 
Italian MSc student (Alessandro Cesare Bruno) 
visiting Portsmouth for three months to work on 
his thesis.  He is working on chitinozoans and 
acritarchs from Saudi Arabia, and is supervised 
by Amalia Spina.  I would be interested in creat-
ing links with other institutions for student ex-
changes, training, etc., so please contact me to 
discuss further if interested. 

In terms of my own research, I have several pro-
jects that are in progress - a study of the chi-
tinozoan biostratigraphy from the Hlásná 
Třebaň section (Czech Republic), which is pro-
posed as a replacement GSSP section for the 
base-Aeronian; a study of the well-preserved 
chitinozoans from the Measley Ridge section 
(Ohio, USA); work on borehole material for Saudi 
Aramco, through the CIMP partnership. 

We also continue to promote palynology (and 
micropalaeontology in general) heavily as an 
applied discipline through our BSc (Hons) Palae-
ontology degree at Portsmouth, and several of 
our students each year progress onto the MSc 
Applied Petroleum Micropalaeontology course at 
Birmingham (with three then progressing on to 
funded PhDs this year). 

Charles Wellman 
University of Sheffield, UK 

This summer I will be undertaking fieldwork 
studying the Lower Devonian of eastern Canada 
(Gaspé and New Brunswick), Spitsbergen and, as 
usual, Scotland. I’m hoping to finish writing up a 
monograph on the Canadian material--if time 
permits. 

I have a new Ph.D. student, Martha Gibson, com-
mencing her research project at the University of 
Sheffield in September 2016. The project entails a 
palynological investigation of the Late Permian 
Zechstein deposits of northeast England and is 
based on borehole material drilled during devel-
opment of a new potash mine. 

I’m thoroughly looking forward to IPCXIV/IoPCX 
in Salvador, Brazil in October that will mark the 
end of my 4-year tenure as IFPS President. The 
meeting will host numerous symposia relating 

Region) of Hassan Kermandji et al. 2003c (Emsian 
age). The organic residues are dominated by ma-
ture to highly mature fluvial palynomorphs and 
marine acritarchs at basal and higher stratas. The 
new miospore assemblages indicate that the low-
ermost studied strata at both regions are of simi-
lar age of latest Přídolian to lowermost Lochkovi-
an, also point out that the higher deposits are of 
comparable age and suggest to be Lochkovian to 
Emsian. Unproductive crucial palynologic sam-
ples of upper layers of Oued Ali Formation and 
equivalent strata of Stah 1 sequences led to con-
template the boundary between Přídoli and 
Lochkovian strata. Miospore assemblages of Oued 
Saoura are more mature compared with those of 
Stah 1, also there are some differences in terms of 
quality preservation, qualitative/ quantitative 
composition, it is possible to identify over 78 
characteristic miospore taxa to establish six mio-
spore assemblage biozones. The miospore assem-
blages contain diagnostic elements of Silurian 
Devonian Algerian succession and those are com-
mon with contemporaneous miospore assem-
blages from Libya, Saudi Arabia implying reason-
ably impressive correlation between northern 
Gondwanan regions. Comparison with Euro-
American miospore biozones suggests apparent 
differences in Přídoli to Early and early Late 
Lochkovian. In the Pragian and the subsequent 
sequences are less distinct. These observations 
shed some light on some of the fascinating in-
quiry they pose, and the phytogeographic impli-
cations were discussed. 

Palaeogeographically, Late Silurian and Lochkov-
ian show unequivocal Prigondwanan similarity. 
They contain very few similar miospores compar-
ing with Euro American miospores. Consequent-
ly, referring to dissimilarity of Inshore and Ma-
rine Influence guide and palynomorphs propor-
tion distribution probably indicates regressive/
transgressive events.  

Antony Butcher  
University of Portsmouth, UK 

August 2015 saw the viva of my first PhD student, 
Rhian Llewellyn, who undertook a thesis entitled 
'Palynology through the Early Wenlock Ireviken 
Event'.  The project was joint-supervised by David 
Loydell, and incorporated high-resolution chi-
tinozoan and acritarch data from Buttington 
Brick Pit (Wales, UK) in relation to our published 
carbon isotope curve for the section (Loydell et al. 
2014).  Rhian is now working for an environmen-
tal consultancy in Abu Dhabi, and papers from 
the thesis are in preparation.  Many thanks are 
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WELLMAN, C. H., BREUER, P., MILLER, M. A., OWENS, 
B. & AL-HAJRI, S. 2015. Editorial: Palaeozoic palyno-
stratigraphy of the Arabian plate [a joint project be-
tween Saudi Aramco and the Commission Interna-
tionale dd Microflore du Paleozoique (CIMP)]. Review 
of Palaeobotany and Palynology 212, 1-2 

WELLMAN, C. H., STEEMANS, P. & MILLER, M. A. 2015. 
Spore assemblages from Upper Ordovician and low-
ermost Silurian sediments recovered from the 
Qusaiba-1 shallow core hole, Qasim region, central 
Saudi Arabia. Review of Palaeobotany and Palynolo-
gy 212, 111-126. 

WELLMAN, C. H. & STROTHER, P. K. 2015. The terrestri-
al biota prior to the origin of land plants 
(embryophytes): a review of the evidence. Palaeon-
tology 58, 601-627. 

Claudia Rubinstein 
Argentina 

I am currently leading two research projects 
dealing with marine and terrestrial palyno-
morphs (marine phytoplankton, chitinozoans, 
cryptospores and trilete spores) from the Lower-
Middle Palaeozoic of western Argentina, mainly 
focused on high resolution biostratigraphy, di-
versity trends, paleobiogeography, palaeoenvi-
ronments and palaeoclimates. Susana de la 
Puente (Ordovician and Silurian chitinozoans), 
Victoria García Muro (Silurian and Devonian 
acritarchs and miospores) and Cristian Solano 
Rodriguez (Ordovician acritarchs and mio-
spores) form part of our Palaeozoic Palynology 
Team. 

Students: 

Cristian Solano Rodríguez is working on his PhD 
project under my supervision and the co-
supervision of S. G. de la Puente. It is focused on 
Ordovician marine and terrestrial palynomorphs 
of the Central Andean Basin, northwestern Ar-
gentina, its biodiversity and biostratigraphic, 
palaeobiogeographic and palaeoenvironmental 
implications. 
 
RUBINSTEIN, C. V., PETUS E. & NIEMEYER, H., 2016. 

Palynostratigraphy of the Zorritas Formation, Anto-
fagasta region, Chile: Insights on the Devonian/
Carboniferous boundary in western Gondwana. 
Geoscience Front iers (2016) ,  http :/ /
dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.gsf.2016.04.005. 

GARCÍA MURO, V. J., RUBINSTEIN, C. V. & MARTÍNEZ, 
M. A., 2016. Palynology and palynofacies analysis of 
a Silurian (Llandovery-Wenlock) marine succesion 

to Palaeozoic palynology, including a CIMP organ-
ised symposium ‘New frontiers and classic stud-
ies in Palaeozoic palynology and palynostratigra-
phy’ (CIMP-sponsored symposium organized by 
John Marshall, Marco Vecoli, Charles Wellman). 
Make sure you all attend to maintain a strong 
Palaeozoic palynology presence. 

GUIZAR-SICAIR, M., HOLLER, M., DIAZ, A., DA SILVA, J. 
C., ESTHER, H. R., TSAI, O. B., MARTINES-PEREZ, C., 
DONOGHUE, P. C. J., WELLMAN, C. H. & MENZEL, A. 
2015. Ptychographic nanotomography at the Swiss 
Light Source. In: LAI, B. (ed.) X-Ray Nanoimaging: 
Instruments and Methods II. Proceedings of SPIE 
Volume: 9592. Article Number: UNSP 95920A . 

MORRIS, J. L., LEAKE, J. R., STEIN, W. E., BERRY, C. M., 
MARSHALL, J. E. A., WELLMAN, C. H., MILTON, J. A., 
HILLIER, S., MANNOLINI, F., QUIRK, J. & BEERLING, D. 
J. 2015. Investigating Devonian trees as geo-engineers 
of past climates: linking palaeosols to palaeobotany 
and experimental geobiology. Palaeontology 58, 787-
801. 

PARIS, F., VERNIERS, J., MILLER, M. A., AL-HAJRI, S., 
MELVIN, J. and WELLMAN, C. H. 2015. Late Ordovi-
cian – earliest Silurian chitinozoans from the 
Qusaiba-1 core hole (North Central Saudi Arabia) and 
their relation to the Hirnantian Glaciation. Review of 
Palaeobotany and Palynology 212, 60-84. 

RAEVSKAYA, E., DRONOV, A., SERVAIS, T. & WELLMAN, 
C. H. 2016 Cryptospores from the Katian (Upper Ordo-
vician) of the Tungus basin: the first evidence for 
early land plants from the Siberian paleocontinent. 
Review of Palaeobotany and Palynology 224, 4-13. 

STROTHER, P. K. & WELLMAN, C. H. 2016 Paleoecology 
of a billion-year-old non-marine cyanobacterium 
from the Torridon Group and the Nonesuch For-
mation. Palaeontology 59, 89-108. 

WALLACE, S., CHATER, C. C., KAMISUGI, Y., CUMING, A. 
C., WELLMAN, C. H., BEERLING, D. J. & FLEMING, A. J. 
2015. Conservation of  MALE STERILITY 2 function 
during spore and pollen wall development supports 
an evolutionary early recruitment of a core compo-
nent in the sporopollenin biosynthetic pathway. New 
Phytologist 205, 390-401. 

WELLMAN, C. H. 2015. Spore assemblages from the Low-
er Devonian ‘Lower Old Red Sandstone’ deposits of 
the Northern Highlands of Scotland: the Berriedale 
Outlier. Earth and Environmental Science Transac-
tions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh 105, 227-238. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.gsf.2016.04.005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.gsf.2016.04.005
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ton is related to the improvement of the palyno-
facies methods for kerogen description and 
evaluation of source rocks potential. By compar-
ing two different methods of estimation of rela-
tive proportions of organic particles using both 
the point count and relative areas measure 
through image analysis methods, we hope to 
provide valuable input to this field of expertise. 

Jacques Verniers  
Ghent University, Belgium 

My major occupation in 2015 was mostly in edu-
cation and department administration, with far 
reduced chitinozoan research time and only 
guiding students for their.  

Peng Tang presented at the Annual Meeting of 
IGCP591 in Quebec City, our results on chitinozo-
ans across the base of the Telychian Stage in the 
Bajiaomiao section, Hubei, China. At the CIMP 
Meeting in September 2015 in Bergen, Norway, we 
presented the results of three studies. The results 
of Thomas Steeman and co-workers on the Chi-
tinozoan biostratigraphy of the Silurian Wenlock
–Ludlow boundary succession of the Long Moun-
tain, Powys, Wales (published also in 2015). H.N. 
Sinha presented our work on  Ordovician chi-
tinozoans from Ronkon village of Pithoragarh 
district, Garhwal-Kumaon Tethys Himalaya, India. 
I presented part of the results of the PhD of Jan 
Mortier, which he had defended in September 
2014, on the evolution of the Upper Ordovician to 
Silurian basin in the Condroz Inlier: litho- and 
biostratigraphy with chitinozoans.  The same 
results were presented for a Belgian audience at 
the 5th International Geologica Belgica Meeting 
2016. “Mother Earth” in Mons, Belgium. 

On the 1st October 2015, being over 65, I had to retire 
officially from the Ghent University, but I could 
stay on, part-time, to continue research and educa-
tion at the Research Unit Palaeontology of the De-
partment of Geology. As mentioned in last News-
letter I’m taking up the publication of many unfin-
ished projects mostly concerning Ordovician and 
Silurian stratigraphy and chitinozoans. 

PERRIER,V., SIVETER, D.J., WILLIAMS, M., STRUSZ, D.L., 
STEEMAN, T., VANDENBROUCKE, T.R.A., VERNIERS, 
J. (2015). Myodocope ostracods from the Silurian of 
Australia. Journal of Systematic Palaeontology. 13.9 
( 2 0 1 5 ) :  7 2 7 – 7 3 9 .   h t t p : / /
dx.doi.org/10.1080/14772019.2014.948506 

PARIS, F, VERNIERS, J., MILLER, M., AL-HAJRI, S., 
MELVIN, J.,WELLMAN, C.H. (2015). Late Ordovician- 

from the Precordillera of western Argentina: palaeobi-
ogeographical and palaeoenvironmental significance. 
Marine Micropaleontology, 126: 50- 64. 

Cristiana Esteves 
Departamento de Geologia, Faculdade de Ciências da Universi-
dade de Lisboa, Portugal 

cristianaesteves.17@gmail.com 

I’m an MSc Petroleum Geosciences student start-
ing my thesis on Palynofacies analysis of Brejeira 
Formation (upper Carboniferous, SW Portugal) 
under the supervision of Dr. Gil Machado. 

During the first semester of 2015 I worked in 
GeoResources STC (Heidelberg) as an Erasmus+ 
trainee, supervised by Dr. Hartmut Jäger and Dr. 
Ana Cristina Azerêdo. My research project was 
focused on palynofacies analysis in carbonate 
environments. Results from this work were pre-
sented at the 1st IMERP & XIV EJIP congress, Va-
lencia, concerning palynofacies analysis in the 
limestone-marl alternations within “Kajetanów 
Limestones” from the upper Permian of Poland. 

ESTEVES, C.J.P. & JÄGER, H., 2016. Palynofacies analy-
sis of the “Kajetanów limestones” (Wuchiapingian, 
Permian), Poland: preliminary results. 1st Internation-
al Meeting of Early-stage Researchers in Palaeontolo-
gy & XIV Encuentro de Jóvenes Investigadores en 
Paleontologia, Alpuente (Valencia), 2016, Abstracts, 
pp. 27. 

Gilda Lopes 
University of Bergen, Norway 

Gilda.Lopes@uib.no 

In the past two years I have been dedicated to the 
Early Carboniferous of the Barents Sea. The main 
aim of this project is to establish a palynological 
zonation for this area. The new results from the 
Finnmark Platform (Barents Sea) are quite en-
couraging but a lot of work still needs to be done. 
At the beginning of this year one paper was al-
ready published and another one is on his way. I 
am really happy with the results so far! The mate-
rial is great and I am really pleased to work with 
it. Hope you like it too when you read the paper! 

Between microscope, reports, papers and master 
co-supervision, I have also managed to find time 
to teach during this last semester. It really takes a 
lot of time to prepare the classes but the final re-
sult was really good! 

The main aim of the master’s project I am co-
supervising with Gunn Mangerud and Geoff Clay-

mailto:cristianaesteves.17@gmail.com
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erage. You can watch The Cosmos News robot 
talking through a bizarre commentary in a You 
Tube animation here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-STb75zE2k 

MORRIS, J.L., LEAKE, J.R., STEIN, W.E., BERRY, C.M., 
MARSHALL, J.E.A., WELLMAN, C.H., MILTON, J.A., 
HILLIER, S., MANNOLINI, F., QUIRK, J. & BEERLING, 
D.J. 2015. Investigating Devonian trees as geo-
engineers of past climates: linking palaeosols to 
palaeobotany and experimental geobiology. Palae-
ontology, 58, 787-801. 

BERRY, C.M. & MARSHALL, J.E.A. 2015. Lycopsid for-
ests in the early Late Devonian paleoequatorial zone 
of Svalbard. Geology, 43, 1043-1046. 

KEARSEY, T.I., BENNETT, C.E., MILLWARD, D.,  DAVIES, 
S.J., GOWING, C.J.B., SIMON J. KEMP, S.J., LENG, M.J., 
MARSHALL, J.E.A.,  BROWNE, M.A.E. 2016. The ter-
restrial landscapes of tetrapod evolution in earliest 
Carboniferous seasonal wetlands of SE Scotland 
Palaeo3, 457, 52-69 

MARSHALL J.E.A. 2016. Palynological calibration of 
Devonian events at near-polar palaeolatitudes in the 
Falkland Islands, South Atlantic. From: Becker, R. T., 
Königshof, P. & Brett, C. E. (eds) Devonian Climate, 
Sea Level and Evolutionary Events. Geological Socie-
ty, London, Special Publications, 423, http://
doi.org/10.1144/SP423.13. 

LAKIN, J.A., MARSHALL, J.E.A., TROTH, I., & HARDING, 
I.C. 2016. Greenhouse to icehouse: a biostratigraphic 
review of latest Devonian–Mississippian glaciations 
and their global effects. From: Becker, R. T., Kö-
nigshof, P. & Brett, C. E. (eds) Devonian Climate, Sea 
Level and Evolutionary Events. Geological Society, 
London, Special Publications, 423, http://
doi.org/10.1144/SP423.12. 

WHITESIDE, D.I., DUFFIN, C.J., GILL, P.G., MARSHALL, 
J.E.A., AND BENTON, M.J. 2016. The Late Triassic 
and Early Jurassic fissure faunas from Bristol and 
South Wales: Stratigraphy and setting. Palaeontolo-
gia Polonica 67, 257–287. 

Mike Stephenson 
British Geological Survey 

Here is a list of papers in palynology published 
in the last few years (2014-to date). I continue to 
be active working on sequences in Jordan, Iraq 
and Australia. In addition I recently completed a 
review paper on Permian palynostratigraphy to 
be published in a forthcoming Special Publica-
tion of the Geological Society of London.  

earliest Silurian chitinozoans from the Qusaiba-1 core 
hole, (North Central Saudi Arabia) and their relation 
to the Hirnantian glaciation. Review of Palaeobotany 
and Palynology, 212 (2015) 60–84. http://
dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.revpalbo.2014.10.005. 

SINHA, H.N., VERNIERS, J., (2015). Discovery of the chi-
tinozoans Belonechitina capitata from the Shiala 
Formation of northeastern Garhwal-Kumaon Tethys 
Himalaya, Pithoragarh District, Uttrakhand, India. 
Geoscience Frontiers (2015) 6pp. http://
dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.gsf.2015.07.005  

BREUER, P., AL HAJRI, S., PARIS, F., VERNIERS, J., 
STEEMANS, P. & LE HÉRISSÉ, A. (submitted in 2015). A 
distinctive marginal marine palynological assem-
blage from the Pridoli of northwestern Saudi Arabia. 
Submitted to Aramco/CIMP volume 5 (2015 or 2016). 

STEEMAN, T., VANDENBROUCKE, T.R.A.,, WILLIAMS, M., 
VERNIERS, J., PERRIER, V., SIVETER, D.J., WIL-
KINSON, J., ZALASIEWISZ, J.,  EMSBO, P. (2016). Chi-
tinozoan biostratigraphy of the Silurian Wenlock – 
Ludlow boundary succession of the Long Mountain, 
Powys, Wales. Geological Magazine, 153 (1), 95-109.  

SCHRÖER, L., VANDENBROUCKE, T.R.A., HINTS, O., 
STEEMAN, T., VERNIERS, J., BRETT, C., CRAMER, B. & 
MCLAUGHLIN, P.I. (2016). Late Ordovician age for the 
Whirlpool and Power Glen formations, New York. 
Canadian Journal of Earth Sciences -  53: 1–9 (2016) 
dx.doi.org/10.1139/cjes-2015-0226 

John Marshall 
Southampton 

Been busy - I seem to be in charge of vertebrate 
palaeontology for the year! However, we have 
achieved some things. We have a new Palynology 
Lab- this was part of a rolling replacement of 
fume cupboards in the National Oceanography 
Centre. Jon Lakin has completed his PhD on De-
vonian-Carboniferous boundary glacial sedi-
ments in Bolivia. Dave Carpenter who is doing a 
long Silurian to Carboniferous time series on 
charcoal nears completion of his PhD. The 
TW:eed tetrapod project in the Tournaisian con-
tinues and Emma Reeves has completed her 
quantitative counts of the palynology from the 
Norham Borehole. I am doing a parallel study on 
the Burnmouth coast section with its 500m of 
section. The long continuing work on the Falk-
land Islands was completed with a paper in the 
forthcoming Geological Society of London Special 
Publication. Printing in the autumn but available 
online.  Our Devonian lycopod forest paper also 
came out in Geology and received good press cov-

http://doi.org/10.1144/SP423.13
http://doi.org/10.1144/SP423.13
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.revpalbo.2014.10.005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.revpalbo.2014.10.005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.gsf.2015.07.005
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Asian Earth Sciences 79, 206–223. 

KÖNITZER SVEN F., SARAH J. DAVIES, MICHAEL H. 
STEPHENSON, AND MELANIE J. LENG. 2014. Deposi-
tional controls on mudstone lithofacies in a basinal 
setting: implications for the delivery of sedimentary 
organic matter Journal of Sedimentary Research, 84: 
198-214; doi:10.2110/jsr.2014.18 

STEPHENSON MICHAEL H. AND POWELL JOHN H. 
2014. Selected spores and pollen from the Permian 
Umm Irna Formation, Jordan, and their stratigraphic 
utility in the Middle East and North Africa. Rivista 
Italiana di Paleontologia e Stratigrafia, 120, 145-156. 

STEPHENSON, M. H. 2015. Five Unconventional Fuels: 
Geology and Environment, in Unconventional Fossil 
Fuels: The Next Hydrocarbon Revolution? (Abu Dha-
bi: Emirates Center for Strategic Studies and Re-
search, 2014), pp. 13–34 

STEPHENSON, M, H. 2015. Shale gas in North America 
and Europe. Energy Science and Engineering, 4, 4–
13. doi: 10.1002/ese3.96 

ANGIOLINI, L. BERRA, F. STEPHENSON M.H. AND 
VACHARD D. 2014. Chapter 6. The Khuff foreshoal of 
Interior Oman, in: Permo-Triassic Sequence of the 
Arabian Plate Edited by M.C. Pöppelreiter; ISBN : 978
-90-73834-42-2; Publisher: EAGE Publications bv, p. 
127-145.  

 Peng Tang 
Nanjing Institute of Geology and Palaeontology,  
Chinese Academy of Sciences, No. 39, East Beijing Road, Nan-
jing, 210008, Jiangsu Province, China 

pengtang@nigpas.ac.cn 

In the past year, I keep working on chitinozoans of 
Late Ordovician and Silurian in China. I have 
worked on two GSSP candidate sections, i.e. the 
base of the Wenlock Series in the Ziyang area, 
Shaanxi Province, and the base of the Telychian 
Stage in the Shenlongjia area, Hubei Province. Some 
conodonts together with graptolites, chitinozoans, 
melanosclerites, et al. have been recovered in the 
Telychian-Sheinwoodian transitional interval in the 
Wuxiahe Formation, Shaanxi Province.  

Yan LIANG, who was supervised by Renbin Zhan 
and me, finished her PhD thesis “Early-Middle 
Ordovician Chitinozoans of the Upper Yangtze 
Region ----Systematics, Biostratigraphy and Bio-
diversity”.  

Publication list 
1. TANG, P., WANG, J., WANG, C.Y., WU, R.C., YAN, K., 

Outside palynology I published the best-selling 
book ‘Shale Gas and Fracking: the Science behind 
the Controversy’ on 1 March 2015. The book won 
an ‘honourable mention’ at the Association of 
American Publishers PROSE awards in Washing-
ton DC on 4th February. 

Papers published in palynology and stratigraphy  

IRFAN U. JAN,, SHAHID IQBAL, SARAH J. DAVIES, JAN 
A. ZALASIEWICZ, MICHAEL H., STEPHENSON, MI-
CHAEL WAGREICH, MUHAMMAD HANEEF, MUHAM-
MAD HANIF, SAJJAD AHMAD. 2016. Periglacial palae-
oenvionment in the Upper Carboniferous- Lower Per-
mian Tobra Formation of the Salt Range, Pakistan. 
Acta Geologica Sinica, published online 

GAIA CRIPPA, L. ANGIOLINI, C. BOTTINI, E. ERBA, F. 
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Reed Wicander 
Department of Earth & Atmospheric Sciences 
Central Michigan University 
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan 48859 USA 

wican1r@cmich.edu 

Although I retired in August, 2016 from Central 
Michigan University after teaching there for 39 
years, I am still active in Paleozoic palynology.  

My research interests continue to involve mostly 
Ordovician and Devonian organic-walled micro-
phytoplankton. After an extremely long gestation 
period, Clinton Foster and I finished our study on 
an Early Ordovician acritarch assemblage from 
the Nambeet Formation, Canning Basin, Western 
Australia which was published in Palynology.  

Earlier this year I spent two months with Geoff 
Playford at the University of Queensland, Bris-
bane, Australia where we finished a manuscript 
on acritarchs and prasinophytes from the Middle 
Devonian Arkona, Hungry Hollow, and Widder 
formations of Onatario, Canada. This manuscript 
was recently submitted to the Journal of System-
atic Palaeontology. 

Along with Merrell Miller (chief editor), Thomas 
Servais, and myself (guest editors), work contin-
ues on the Gordon Wood Memorial Volume which 
will be published as a Special Issue of Palynology 
next year. This volume, which will have approxi-
mately 20 papers, will commemorate Gordon’s 
contributions to palynology. 

At the CIMP meeting in Bergen, Norway, last year, 
I presented a Keynote Address on the future of 
CIMP, and a talk on a Middle Devonian organic-
walled microphytoplankton assemblage from the 
Gravel Point Formation, Michigan, U.S.A. And 
lastly, I continue as President of CIMP. 

FOSTER, C. & WICANDER, R.  2015.  An Early Ordo-
vician organic-walled microphytoplankton as-
semblage from the Nambeet Formation, Canning 
Basin, Australia: biostratigraphic and paleogeo-
graphic significance.  Palynology, DOI: 10.1080/019 
16122.2015.1076748. 

STEWART MOLYNEUX 
British Geological Survey  

I am still actively working in palynology, alt-
hough I retired just over two years ago from the 
British Geological Survey (where I still have an 
Honorary Research position).  

My palynological research interests include on-
going research into aspects of Lower Palaeozoic 
palynology and palynostratigraphy in the Middle 
East; quantifying the biogeographical distribution 
of Lower Palaeozoic acritarchs, building on work 
published in 2013 (Molyneux, Delabroye, Wican-
der and Servais, 2013, Geological Society, London, 
Memoirs, Vol. 38, 365–397) and investigating the 
use of multivariate ordination techniques and 
species response curves; and work with Richard 
Bevins (National Museum of Wales) and Rob Ixer, 
using palynology to investigate the provenance of 
some of the sedimentary lithologies at Stone-
henge. Papers published in 2015/2016 are: 

NOWAK, H., SERVAIS, T., MONNET, C., MOLYNEUX, S.G., 
VANDENBROUCKE, T.R.A. 2015. Phytoplankton dy-
namics fromthe Cambrian Explosion to the onset of 
the Great Ordovician Biodiversification Event: A re-
view of Cambrian acritarch diversity. Earth-Science 
Reviews, Vol. 151, 117–131. 

DAVIES, J.R., WATERS, R.A., MOLYNEUX, S.G., WIL-
LIAMS, M., ZALASIEWICZ, J.A., VANDENBROUCKE, 
T.R.A. 2016. Gauging the impact of glacioeustasy on a 
mid-latitude early Silurian basin margin, mid Wales, 
UK. Earth-Science Reviews, Vol. 156, 82–107. 

Thomas Servais  
Lille University, France 

Thomas Servais continues acritarch studies as a 
CNRS researcher at Lille University, France.  

Last year, Hendrik Nowak finished his PhD on 
the palynology of Cambrian-Ordovician La-
gerstätten. Some papers already got published, 
and more are to come. Luckily Hendrik contin-
ues in palynology, with a post-doc at Bozen 
(Bolzano), Italy, on Permian-Triassic sections. 
In 2015, together with Hendrik, we published 
the discovery of the Early Ordovician messa-
oudensis-trifidum assemblage in Morocco, and 
an analysis of the diversity of the Cambrian 
phytoplankton (Earth Science Reviews).  A 
new PhD student will start in October 2016, 
David Kröck. He will analyse the diversity and 
disparity of Palaeozoic phytoplankton, and 
thus extend Hendrik’s work. Other papers last 



http://cimp.weebly.com 

 

year (2015) include the revision of Dactylofusa 
velifera (by Wang Wenhui and others).  

For 2016, several papers are already available, 
some included in special issues of Rev Palaeobot 
Palyn concerning the terrestrialisation. One pa-
per concerns the debate about the ‘phytoplankton 
blackout’ in the Late Palaeozoic. Other papers are 
about the palynology in the Fezouata Lagerstätte 
of the Moroccan Ordovician, or the revision of the 
Chinese Silurian acritarchs (by Yan Kui and oth-
ers).  

Victoria J. García Muro 
CCT CONICET, Mendoza  
Argentina 

I have finished my PhD thesis during 2014, under 
the supervision of Claudia Rubinstein, dealing 
with marine and terrestrial palynomorphs 
(marine phytoplankton, cryptospores and trilete 
spores) from the Silurian of western Argentina. 
We are currently working to publish the last pa-
per related to the thesis. 

A new paper has just been published, focused on 
Lower Silurian marine and terrestrial palyno-
morphs diversity trends, paleobiogeography, and 
palaeoenvironmental interpretation through pal-
ynofacies analysis. It is available on line for free 
up to August 8th, 2016! http://authors.elsevier. 
com/a/1TEWa1LwIm25Us 

During October we will assist to the XIV Interna-
tional Palynological Congress (IPC) and the X In-
ternational Organisation of Palaeobotany Confer-
ence (IOPC) at Salvador de Bahía, Brazil. 

Next year I will lead a research projects found by 
FONCyT concerning the Late Silurian-Early Devo-
nian from western Argentina and south Bolivia. 
This project also counts with the collaboration of 
PLUSPETROL S.A. 

Walter Riegel 
Walter.riegel@t-online.de 
walter.riegel@senckenberg.de 

 
This is to inform you, that my e-mail account at 
the university will be deleted as of July 14. Please, 
send future e-mails to my address at home 
(Walter.riegel@t-online.de] or at Senckenberg 
(walter.riegel@senckenberg.de) which I can open 
at home as well. In the near future I will also have 
to clear my desk at the university after 18 years of 
retirement, but continue to work at home and at 
the Forschungsinstitut Senckenberg, Frankfurt . 

Wang Wenhui  
School of Earth Sciences and Engineering 
Nanjing University 

No.163 Xianlin Avenue, Qixia District, Nanjing 
P.R. China 

wwhever@126.com 

Wenhui Wang is an assistant researcher at the 
School of Earth Sciences and Engineering in 
Nanjing University, China since 2013. Most of her 
research activities in 2015 had been involved in 
Ordovician-Silurian boundary projects and is 
mainly about graptolitic biostratigraphy. One 
paper was recently published about the earliest 
Silurian graptolites from a formation in Tarim 
which was uncertainly considered to represent 
the early Silurian. Another study, on the early 
Tremadocian ‘Dictyonema Shale’ in Belgium, con-
tributed to the regional biostratigraphy. Her ac-
tivities in 2016 is composed of two parts. One is 
about a long-term study on the graptolitic bio-
stratigraphy of early Silurian black shales from 
the Yangtze Platform in South China with Dr. X. 
Chen. Previous studies have proved that the in-
tervals with higher quality of reservoirs are corre-
sponding to certain graptolite biozonations. 
Study on graptolitic biostratigraphy could help to 
mark the favorable lithologic target zones for oil-
gas exploration. Graptolites from the objective 
unit, the Lungmachi Formation, will be studied 
systematically. Another part of her research in-
terest is on studies of Ordovician palynology. One 
is about the study on middle Ordovician chi-
tinozoans from Qinghai Province in northwestern 
China. She also tries to use statistical methods in 
the classification of certain acritarch taxa. 

WENHUI WANG, LUCY A. MUIR, XU CHEN AND PENG 
TANG. 2015. Earliest Silurian Graptolites From Kalpin, 
Western Tarim, Xinjiang, China. Bulletin of Geosci-
ences,2015, 90(3), 519-542. 

WENHUI WANG, THOMAS SERVAIS. 2015. A re-
investigation of the Rhabdinopora flabelliformis fau-
na from the early Tremadocian ‘Dictyonema Shale’ in 
Belgium. Geologica Belgica, 2015, 18(1), 66-77.  

 

Yan Liang 
China 

From this June, a project focused on the 
Early and Middle Ordovician chitinozoan 
biostratigraphy and biodiversity of South 
China is started and I take charge of it main-
ly. In addition, I joined the Innovation Group 
Project supported by the NSFC, which is fo-
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cused on the Early Palaeozoic significant 
events and the mechanisms.  

For some personal reasons, I asked for a leave in 
the first half of the year and it is a pity that I 
have missed some wonderful meetings.  

This year, two articles have been published in 
Chinese, which are listed below: 

LIANG, Y,  TANG, P., 2016A. Early–Middle Ordovician 
Chitinozoan Biostratigraphy of the Upper Yangtze 
Region, South China. Journal of Stratigraphy 40, 136
-150. (in Chinese, with English Abstr.) 

LIANG, Y, TANG, P., 2016B. Early Ordovician to early 
Late Ordovician Chitinozoan biodiversity of the 
Upper Yangtze Region, South China. Scientia Sinica 
Terrae 46, 809–823.(in Chinese) 

Zélia Pereira  
LNEG (Portuguese Geological Survey) , Portugal 

zelia.pereira@lneg.pt  

I continue to work on long term projects on the 
Devonian and Carboniferous palynostratigraphy 
of the Iberian Pyrite Belt and South Portuguese 
Zone. I am developing a new challenging project 
with Paulo Fernandes in high resolution palyno-
stratigraphy of the Permian Karoo of Mozam-
bique, Africa.  

CORREIA, V., RIDING, J. B., FERNANDES, P., DUARTE, L. 
V., PEREIRA, Z., 2016 (In press). The palynology of 

the Lower and Middle Toarcian (Lower Jurassic) in 
the northern Lusitanian Basin, Western Portugal. 
Review of Palaeobotany and Palynology.  

FERNANDES, P., LOPES, G., MACHADO,  G.,  PEREIRA, 
Z., RODRIGUES, B. (2016). Superimposed thermal 
histories in the southern limit of the Ossa Morena 
Zone, Portugal.  Geol. Mag., 1-18. DOI 10.1017/
S0016756816000248 

MATOS, J.X., BATISTA, M.J., REPRESAS, P., PEREI-
RA, Z. (2015). Soil geochemistry and gravity 
inversion modelling of the Caveira massive 
sulphide deposit, Iberian Pyrite Belt . Cong. Ibé-
rico Geoquímica/XVIII Semana Geoquímica, 
LNEG, ISBN 978-989-675-039-8, p. 108-111. 

PEREIRA, Z. , FERNANDES, P., LOPES, G., MAR-
QUES, J., VASCONCELOS, L., 2016. The Permi-
an-Triassic transition in the Moatize-
Minjova Basin, Karoo Supergroup, Mozam-
bique: a Palynological Perspective. Review of 
Palaeobotany and Palynology, 226, 1-19.  

SOLÁ, A.R., SALGUEIRO, R., PEREIRA, Z., MATOS, J.X., 
ROSA, C., ARAÚJO, V., NETO, R., LAINS, J.A., 2015. 
Time span of the volcanic setting of the Neves 
Corvo VHMS deposit. Cong. Ibérico Geoquímica/
XVIII Semana Geoquímica, LNEG, ISBN 978-989-
675-039-8, p. 120-123. 
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OBITUARIES 

Dr. Alfred Traverse passed away in 2015 and a Memoriam of him can be found in the latest AASP - The 
Palynological Society Newsletter, December 2015, Volume 48, Number 4, pages 10-11. 

A biography and obituary for Dr. Traverse can be found at the end of the Newsletter. 

CIMP FEES 

Please don’t forget to pay your annual CIMP subscription. Information on methods of payment can be 
found at http://cimp.weebly.com/membership.html.  

It is easy, but why pay? Simple - you may help CIMP members (mainly students) to participate in meet-
ings and congresses. You also may help in offsetting the costs of organizing social events during 
meetings. You may also participate in discussions between CIMP members. Your annual CIMP mem-
ber dues also provide the fees for the CIMP subscription to IFPS (International Federation of Palynolog-
ical Societies). 

Thank you! 

NEWS 
STUDENT TRAVEL AWARDS 

This year, CIMP will be awarding up to five student travel awards of 100 euros each to be used to attend 
a professional meeting. Last year, three student travel awards were made for attendance at the CIMP 
Bergen, Norway meeting. Those students were: Alexander Askew (talk), Emma Reeves (talk), and Dmit-
riy Mamntov (poster). 

The Awards Committee this year will consist of myself (chair), Zélia Pereira, Paulo Fernandes, and 
Christian Cesari. 

The award can be used for travel, registration fee, or accomodations. 

To apply for a student travel grant, send the following: 

 · A one paragraph description of the research to be presented (include the abstract  
 submitted for the presentation – if available); 
 · A brief outline of the requested amount and how the funds will be used; 
 · Applicant’s email and postal address (university affiliation). 

The above application materials should be sent by email to the Chair  
of the CIMP Awards Committee: 

Reed Wicander 
wican1r@cmich.edu 

Deadline for submitting application: AUGUST 10, 2016. 
Student’s will be notified of the committee’s decision by August 20, 2016. 

mailto:wican1r@cmich.edu
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Professor Clayton has been a long-standing 
member of CIMP, including President from 1991-
1999. He is very deserving of this honor, and I 
know all members of CIMP join me in congratu-
lating Geoff Clayton as the latest recipient of 
this prestigious award. Geoff will be presented 
the Medal for Excellence in Education at the 
TSOP – AASP – ICCP meeting this fall. 

Reed Wicander  

 

AASP-TPS MEDAL FOR EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION  
AWARDED TO PROF. GEOFFREY CLAYTON 

Professor (Emeritus Fellow) Geoffrey Clayton, Trinity College, Dublin will receive the AASP-TPS Medal 
for Excellence in Education at this year’s TSOP – AASP – ICCP joint meeting in Houston, Texas (see 
meeting circular). This medal recognizes leaders in palynological instruction. Recipients have had 
considerable experience and accomplishment in academic education involving palynology, and espe-
cially the training of new scientists for this field. 

This medal has only been awarded four times, most recently in 2013.  



http://cimp.weebly.com 

 

Palynology Group. The team of convenors look 
forward to welcoming you to the headquarters 
of BGS for this three-day meeting with the 
opportunity to participate in two one-day field 
trips to widely geologically contrasting áreas of 
the East Midlands of England. We hope to make 
this annual meeting extra special because it is 
the 50th such event! This announcement is the 
first one, and the convenors will begin 
planning in earnest during early 2016. 

The basic plan is detailed below; the fine de-
tails will be fleshed out during the months to 
come. We intend to offer participants a desig-
nated conference hotel in central Nottingham. 
Other accommodation, of course, will be in 
plentiful supply. BGS HQ is located at Keyworth 
which is ca. 7 km south of downtown so we will 
run a return bus service each day so that dele-
gates can travel easily between the conference 
hotel and the BGS office. Other public transport 
solutions are also available! Morning tea, lunch 
and afternoon coffee will be all included in the 
registration package. 

Delegates have the opportunity of going on a 
one-day pre-conference field excursion to the 
stunning Peak District of Derbyshire to exami-
ne Carboniferous carbonate and siliciclastic 
sedimentary rocks on Sunday 3rd September. 

The icebreaker will be held on that evening. We 
intend to hold the now-traditional AASP-TPS 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 
THE 50TH ANNUAL MEETING OF  

AASP – THE PALYNOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
THE GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY MEETING  

HELD JOINTLY WITH CIMP AND THE MICROPALAE-
ONTOLOGICAL SOCIETY PALYNOLOGY GROUP  

NOTTINGHAM, UK 
3RD–7TH SEPTEMBER 2017  

Find the first circular and subsequent circulars at 
http://cimp.weebly.com after ‘NOTTINGHAM, UK 
– 3RD-7TH SEPTEMBER 2017  

Convenors:  
James B. Riding (BGS)  
Jan A.I. Hennissen (BGS)  
Maria Wilson (BGS)  
Matthew J. Pound (Northumbria University,  
representing TMS)  
Reed Wicander (CMU, Mount Pleasant, USA,  
representing CIMP)  

First Circular 
The 50th annual meeting of AASP – The Palyno-
logical Society will be held at the British Geologi-
cal Survey (BGS), Keyworth, Nottingham NG12 
5GG between the 3rd and 7th of September 2017. 
This will be the seventh time our yearly meeting 
has been held in Europe, and only the third occa-
sion it has been in the UK. 

This conference is to be held jointly with CIMP 
and The Micropalaeontological Society (TMS) 

http://cimp.weebly.com
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Final Circular 
http://palynology.org/home-page-2016-joint-
meeting-tsop-aasp-iccp/ 

We are pleased to present the final circular re-
garding this first historic joint meeting of these 
three related geological, geochemical and bio-
logical scientific societies. We have finalized 
our schedules of technical sessions including 
the Symposia and Theme Sessions, and further 
finalized the pre-meeting Short Course, and the 
two fieldtrips. The purpose of this joint meet-
ing is to bring together a diverse group of sci-
entists to discuss the close relationships be-
tween organic petrology and palynology, to 
foster thoughtful discussion and address is-
sues that may be of benefit to furthering the 
respective sciences.  Key themes to be ad-
dressed during joint activities include source 
rock/source-rock reservoir resource assess-
ment, microscope methods of characterizing 
microporosity, coal characterization, and paly-
nofacies/kerogen. 

The venue for this meeting will be the historic 
Magnolia Hotel in downtown Houston. The 
Magnolia was built in 1926 as the former Post-
Dispatch Building. It was re-purposed in 2003 
as The Magnolia Hotel, and further underwent 
a significant upgrade in 2009. The hotel is cen-
trally located in downtown within walking dis-
tance of excellent restaurants and pubs. Over 

business evening at a suitable venue in central 
Nottingham on Monday 4th September. The con-
ference dinner will be on Tuesday 5th September, 
and we hope to book the Long Room at the legen-
dary Trent Bridge cricket ground immediately 

south of downtown Nottingham. Trent Bridge is 
widely held to be the most beautiful of all our 
cricket stadia, and has witnessed many famous 
tussles between England and our distinguished 
pantheon of cricketing adversaries from around 
the world. 

No specific social event is (at this stage) planned 
for the evening of Wednesday 6th September, 
which is when the conference proper closes. The-
re will be a post-conference field trip to Bradgate 
Park in Leicestershire on Thursday 7th Septem-
ber where you will have the opportunity to hunt 
for (but not collect!) Ediacaran fossils. You will 
see the site where the very first representative of 
this world famous biota was discovered in the 
early 1960s. 

JOINT MEETING  
TSOP - AASP—ICCP 

September 18 – 23, 2016 
Houston, Texas USA 

The Society for Organic Petrology, AASP-The Pal-
ynological Society and the International Commit-
tee for Coal and Organic Petrology 

http://palynology.org/home-page-2016-joint-meeting-tsop-aasp-iccp/
http://palynology.org/home-page-2016-joint-meeting-tsop-aasp-iccp/
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SYMPOSIA/THEME SESSIONS 
After considerable discussion, a number of inte-
grated Symposia and Theme Sessions have been 
finalized. These will include: 

Special Session in Honor of Jack Burgess  
(TSOP Theme Session: Monday AM) 

Microscope Methodologies in Recognizing and 
Characterizing Organic Microporosity  
(Joint TSOP/ICCP Theme Session: Monday PM) 

Palynofacies and Kerogen  
(Joint TSOP/ICCP/AASP Theme Session: Tuesday PM) 

Multi-modal Characterization of Source Rocks, 
including Source-Rock Reservoirs  
(Joint TSOP/ICCP/AASP Symposium: Wednesday All-Day) 

Palynofloral Contributions to Source Rocks 
(AASP/TSOP/ICCP Theme Session: Thursday AM) 

the past several years downtown Houston has 
undergone a major revitalization with many new 
office buildings, exciting arts and entertainment 
venues, and several world-class restaurants. We 
believe the downtown will provide exciting possi-
bilities for every need and want. 

REGISTRATION FEES 
The following registration fees have been final-
ized for the meeting: 

Professionals: 

Full 5-day Registration:  
 Early Bird (before Aug. 1st)  US$300 
 After Aug 1st     US$350 
 
3-day Registration:  
 Early Bird     US$225 
 After Aug 1st     US$275 
 
1-day Registration:  
 Early Bird     US$100 
 After Aug 1st     US$150 

Student Registration: 
 Full 5-day Registration:   US$250 
 3-day Registration:   US$175 
 1-day Registration:     US$75 

 
SHORT COURSE 
Saturday All-day Short Course: It is the pleasure 
of the Organizing Committee to present an all-day 
pre-meeting short course entitled, “Integration of 
microscopy and geochemistry in petroleum 
source rock evaluation”. The course will be taught 
by Dr. Richard Tyson (Getech, UK). The course will 
be presented in a classroom setting, and will em-
phasize the integration of microscopy and geo-
chemistry to better understand and characterize 
source rocks in both conventional and unconven-
tional exploration. The interpretation of both pal-
ynofacies and organic petrological data will be 
discussed. Additional details of the short course 
are being finalized and will be published in up-
coming announcements.  

The costs for this full-day Short Course will be 
US$250 for professionals, and US$200 for students. 
This will include all class materials, lunch and coffee 
breaks through the day. At this time the class is lim-
ited to 40 people and a percentage of attendance will 
be reserved for students. Attendance will be based on 
a first-come, first-served basis. 
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leave early Saturday morning from the Hotel, 
and return early evening back to Houston.    

Additional AASP-sponsored sessions will include: 

Alfred Traverse Symposium (Thursday PM Guest 
Lecture on Forensic Palynology to open the Fri-
day AM general session. 

The list of Keynote Speakers has been finalized. 
For many of the proposed joint sessions, at least 
one organic petrography/geochemistry and one 
palynology Keynote Speaker will be present. All 
interested scientists will be strongly encouraged 
to contact us and propose to submit their abstract
(s) for one or more of these Sessions and the all-
day Wednesday Symposium.  

ABSTRACT SUBMISSIONS 
All scientists of organic petrography and palynol-
ogy are strongly encouraged to submit their ab-
stract(s) to one or more of the Symposia, Theme 
and General Sessions. Abstract submissions 
opened on Sunday, May 1st, and the closing date 
for submissions will be Sunday, August 1st. Please 
see the Meeting web Homepage for Abstract sub-
mission guidelines. 

FIELD TRIPS 
Friday-Sunday Pre-Meeting Field Trip: This 2+ 
day field trip will visit Eagle Ford Formation out-
crops in west Texas, and will be led by Barry Wa-
wak (Manager of Reservoir Geology, Core Labora-
tories Houston). The field trip will depart on the 
afternoon of the Friday prior to the meeting, and 
return by Sunday late afternoon or early evening. 
The Eagle Ford Formation is a world-class source
-rock reservoir resource in the subsurface of 
south Texas, and the accompanying strata have 
been researched extensively in stratigraphic, geo-
chemical and biostratigraphic studies.  

The cost for this fieldtrip will be US$550 and will 
include the field guide, transportation by vans, 
two nights of accommodation, and two lunches. 
Dinners for the two evenings will be at the ex-
pense of the individual. The fieldtrip is not stren-
uous as most outcrops are along the highway, or a 
short distance from well-kept roads. Hiking boots 
and proper field equipment will be required. Safe-
ty equipment (hard hats, safety vests) will be pro-
vided. 

Saturday Post-Meeting Field Trip: This will be a 
one-day excursion to Cretaceous through Eocene 
strata of east-central Texas. These strata are 
equivalent to the important Wilcox Formation 
that forms major reservoirs in the subsurface of 
the deepwater Gulf of Mexico. The field trip will  
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Conference Dinner:  
A conference dinner has been finalized at the 
nearby Sambuca Café, a couple blocks walk from 

The cost for this fieldtrip is US$80 and will in-
clude the field guide, transportation by vans, and 
lunch. The fieldtrip is not strenuous as most out-
crops are a short distance from well-kept roads. 
Hiking boots and proper field equipment will be 
required. Safety equipment (hard hats, safety 
vests) will be provided. Photos from Dickey and 
Yancey (2010). 

SOCIAL EVENTS 
Multiple social activities of interest to all partici-
pants have been finalized and will take place at 
the hotel and nearby off-site venues.  

Monday PM Icebreaker: The Monday evening Ice-
breaker will take place on the rooftop patio of The 
Magnolia Hotel (weather permitting). The patio 
offers a great view of the Houston downtown sky-
line and sunset.  

Tuesday PM Happy Hour (TSOP/ICCP): On the 
Tuesday late afternoon, a Happy Hour will accom-
pany an opportunity to view the posters that will 
be part of the technical aspect of the meeting. 
Drinks and finger food will be served and there 
will be sufficient opportunity to chat with authors 
about their poster displays.  
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ICCP Council Meeting:     
Thursday, September 22nd  18:00-21:00 

AASP-TPS Business Luncheon:    
Friday , September 23rd  11:30-13:30 

AASP-TPS Incoming Board Meeting:   
Friday , September 23rd  17:00-18:30 

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCOMMODATIONS 
Houston is a significant transportation hub and 
the Intercontinental Airport (IAH) is serviced by 
all major airlines from Europe and Asia. Both 
airports (IAH and HOU) are serviced by the major 
US-based airlines: IAH is a major hub for United 
Airlines, and HOU is a major hub for Southwest 
Airlines. All the major American airlines (e.g. 
Delta and American) fly into IAH numerous 
times through the day. All major European, 
Asian and Middle East airlines (e.g. KLM, British 
Airways, Air France, Lufthansa, Singapore, Kore-
an Air, JAL, Emirates, and Qatar Airways) fly 
once a day in and out of IAH. Transportation to 
and from the downtown area from both airports 
is available via taxi, shuttle, and MetroBus.  A 
special meeting rate has been negotiated for 
meeting attendees with Houston Super Shuttle 
to provide van or Towncar transportation from 
either airport to The Magnolia Hotel (and return 
to the airport). Please visit the Meeting website 
and see the Transportation tab for further infor-
mation on these services.  

The Magnolia Hotel:  Our current negotiated 
room rate at The Magnolia hotel is US$179/night 
(single occupancy). Double- and triple- occupan-
cy will be priced accordingly. This room-rate 
includes:  
· FREE in-hotel/in-room Wifi 
· Complimentary hot breakfast 
· Late afternoon happy hour (complimentary beer/wine) 
· Complimentary evening cookie buffet 
· Reduced valet parking fees 

The Magnolia Hotel, in the historic Rice Hotel. 
The Sambuca Café is well-known for its vibrant 
music scene and excellent food. The evening will 
include two free drinks, appetizers, and a three-
course meal in a designer atmosphere, with live 
music for your listening enjoyment. Our special 
events area will allow access to an outdoor patio 
to allow for quiet conversation. The conference 
dinner will be US$75 per person. 

Thursday PM Happy Hour (AASP/ICCP): A Thurs-
day late afternoon Happy Hour will allow folks to 
enjoy the AASP poster sessions as part of the 
technical aspect of the meeting. Drinks and fin-
ger food will be served and folks will be encour-
aged to mingle with the authors and discuss their 
poster displays. 

In addition to all these events, attendees will have 
sufficient opportunity to enjoy the Houston 
downtown with its numerous world-class restau-
rants, and abundant drinking establishments.  

SOCIETY BOARD MEETINGS 
Along with the technical and social activities, the 
respective Societies will have their necessary 
Board of Directors meetings, and Business Lunch-
eons. The current schedule includes: 

ICCP Council Meeting:     
Sunday, September 18th  16:00-21:00 

TSOP Council Meeting:     
Sunday, September 18th  17:30-21:00 

TSOP/ICCP Business Luncheon:   
Tuesday, September 20th  12:00-14:00 

TSOP Council Meeting:     
Tuesday, September 20th  19:00-21:00 

AASP-TPS Outgoing Board Meeting:   
Tuesday, September 20th  19:00-22:00 

Conference Dinner: Sambuca Cafe 
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garding the Hotel may be found at: 

http://magnoliahotels.com/houston/magnolia-
hotel-houston.php 

Alternative Accommodation: A listing of alter-
native hotels in the downtown area will be 
made available upon request. 

 
 
 
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 
The local Organizing Committee consists of 
Thomas Demchuk (RPS), Jen O’Keefe 
(Morehead State U.), Thomas Gentzis (Core La-
boratories) and Joe Curiale (Independent). We 
look forward to a great joint meeting in Sep-
tember. If you should have any questions re-
garding the meeting, you may send an e-mail to 
tdemchuk@swbell.net  

Reservations may be made directly with The 
Magnolia Hotel at the website: 

h tt p s : / /r es w eb . pa ssk e y .c om/ Re sw e b. do?
mode=welcome_ei_new&eventID=13814522 .  

This website is also available through the Meet-
ings website homepage. Additional details re-

mailto:tdemchuk@swbell.net
https://resweb.passkey.com/Resweb.do?mode=welcome_ei_new&eventID=13814522
https://resweb.passkey.com/Resweb.do?mode=welcome_ei_new&eventID=13814522
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COMMISSION INTERNATIONALE DE  
MICROFLORE DU PALÉOZOÏQUE 

SUBCOMMISSION ON SPORES AND POLLEN 
Thanks to all members who contributed to this newsletter! 

Cover photo: Detailed of a megaspore ornamentation 
Credit: F. de Ville de Goyet   

PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
Summer 2016 has finally arrived in central Europe also 
and the first half of this year is already done. I hope it 
was a fruitful and stimulating first half, bringing 
forward new research and ideas on our beloved 
Palaeozoic pollen and spores. Each time when we 
think all is said and done, we only have to dig a little bit 
deeper to realize all the questions, problems and 
unknown issues questioning our recent models and 
understanding. So, happy digging for all of you, who 
want to find new interesting challenges... 

In April this year the International Congress on Palaeo-
zoic Stratigraphy of Gondwana took place in Perugia, 
including the first CIMP session for this year, organized 
by Amalia Spina. The small group of CIMP folks was 
able to set up an almost full-day of talks covering a wide 
range from early to late Palaeozoic, with a majority of 
spore-pollen centered presentations from Northern 
Africa, Arabia to Iran. A strong focus was given on all 
aspects of the Palaeozoic development of Iran, elimi-
nating one more blank spot from my personal geologi-
cal map. The next highlights are already on the horizon. 
In September the Joint Meeting of TSOP-AASP-ICCP 
will take place in Houston. It will bring together 
palynology, organic petrology and coal petrology, to 
foster thoughtful discussion and address new issues 
for research in the wide range of organic matter studies, 
particularly focused on application of palynology / 
palynofacies in resource focused research of coal and 
hydrocarbon systems. It is followed by the XIV. 

International Palynological Congress in Bahia, Brazil, in 
October, including an official CIMP sponsored 
symposium - New frontiers and classic studies in 
Palaeozoic palynology and palynostratigraphy. It will 
bring together the classic aspects of palynological 
research in the entire Paleozoic, but also looks for new 
applications of our research. Whatever you choose, 
both are good possibilities to catch up new ideas and 
challenges for future research and will hopefully 
promote the internal communiction within our 
community. 

Finally I want to take the chance to renew the call for 
your original descriptions and photos of new pollen 
and spore species. I still want to do a compilation of 
newly published spore and pollen species, which will 
be send out to you once a year, but it needs your sup-
port. Please send in your newly described, modified 
and emended species of the last five years, including 
the original descriptions and photo(s) of the type speci-
men to me (jaeger@georesources.de) or Gilda 
(Gilda.Lopes@geo.uib.no).  

Hopefullly I can send out the first compilation at the 
end of this year. 

I wish you all a nice and restful summer break and a 
successful come back for the second half of this year.  

Best wishes 
Hartmut Jäger 

 

President  
Hartmut Jager 

Secretary  
Gilda Lopes 

mailto:jaeger@georesources.de
mailto:Gilda.Lopes@geo.uib.no
mailto:jaeger@georesources.de
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COMMISSION INTERNATIONALE DE  
MICROFLORE DU PALÉOZOÏQUE 

SUBCOMMISSION ON ARCRITARCHS 
Thanks to all members who contributed to this newsletter! 

Cover photo: Baltisphaeridium perclarum Loeblich & Tappan, 1978 
Credit: Reed Wicander (CIMP website) 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
 
Reed Wicander (CIMP President) reminded me to write 
a few words as President of the Acritarch Subcommis-
sion. And as usual, I do this the last day. We have some 
time now, it is July 14th, French National Day.  
 
What to write since the last President’s Letter 
(December 2015) that I just checked (in order to not re-
peat the same things)? What’s new? 
 
I just looked to the ISI Web of Science and asked for 
papers with « acritarch » in the title. Not much coming 
out. Only 6 papers published in 2015. Is that all we did? 
This cannot be! I am happy to see that there is at least 
one « good old » monograph published, by Teodoro Pa-
lacios, on the Cambrian of Spain. And there is more to 
come from the Spanish Cambrian (look out for Geol. 
Mag. volumes in 2016). Last year, I visited another Cam-
brian acritarch worker, Zbigniew Szczepanik, in Kielce, 
Poland. He is also doing excellent work, that does not 
necessarily appear on the « higher impact » radar. So, 
there is surely much more than we can see on the in-

ternational databases. And this is why our newsletter is 
important... 
 
High impact publications, this is maybe the problem of 
our discipline. In the beginning of the 21st century, eve-
rything must be high impact. Very good monographs 
do not get the points that they need. We are leaving 
systematics and taxonomy, that are so urgently needed 
(I remember that acritarchs are a rather young group, 
compared to trilobites, ammonites, etc., and that we 
have larger regions totally unstudied!) in order to put 
our microfossils in expensive mass spectrometers so 
that they provide « important results. »  
 
Well, we are now preparing a special issue in the jour-
nal Palynology in honor of Gordon Wood. And this vol-
ume is going to include a couple of interesting acritarch 
papers. Thus, although diminished in number, the acri-
tarch workers are still there, and still provide good, 
basic work. Thanks for that! 
 
Thomas Servais, July 14th 2016 
 

Secretary  
Gil Machado 

President  
Thomas Servais 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
Dear Chitinozoa researchers,  

Welcome from the president. 

As we all know we are a small group of scien-
tists studying chitinozoans, and our community 
showed that our microfossil group can be very 
well used for detailed biostratigraphical work. In 
Ordovician and Silurian, our group nowadays is 
considered as the third standard group for its 
standard biozonation. It is the fossil group that 
can span the bridge between the biozonation 
with conodonts in carbonate rocks and the bi-
ozonation with graptolites in siliciclastic rocks.  

Many of the colleagues are involved besides the 
biostratigraphic work with study of proxies and 
this again is well appreciated at conferences. 
However from the limited response we receive 

from the members I should propose to evaluate 
the value and significance of our subcommis-
sion to all the  members. What do you expect 
from the Subcommission: taxonomic discus-
sion? a functional website for chitinozoan work-
ers? a database with all publications in pdf 
form? easy determination tools?  

Thijs Vandenbroucke organizes in Ghent, Bel-
gium, between 5 and 9 July 2016, the Interna-
tional Geoscience Programme Project 591 - Clos-
ing Meeting, "A combined data-model approach 
to understand the early to middle Palaeozoic 
revolution", mainly centered on Palaeoclimatol-
ogy and modeling. However there is also a ses-
sion where colleagues will present talks or post-
ers on Chitinozoa. I wish to discuss these mat-
ters with the members present at the meeting.  

Jacques Verniers  

 

President  
Jacques Verniers 

Secretary  
Wenhui Wang 

COMMISSION INTERNATIONALE DE  
MICROFLORE DU PALÉOZOÏQUE 

SUBCOMMISSION ON CHITINOZOANS 
Thanks to all members who contributed to this newsletter! 

Cover photo: Baltisphaeridium perclarum Loeblich & Tappan, 1978 
Credit: Reed Wicander (CIMP website) 


